
This has bee:>:1 a ,:e::::'y :'.-nterectinc e::pe::.."'ience i:>:1 INTERK!\M!1 becouse 

::;o many people cpol-:e mi::tu::."'es o::' European lat1suages. One mnn nt 

Thomcon-IIo·J.ston today sl:il)ped aro-.,mcl betuee:1 :Snglish, French and 

Ge:::. .. r.:.an. Cor.1.munico.tion i:·:::s kind o::' rouch. I'm not su::::'e ,;,1hich o:: 

the three lansuase~ I unde::::'stood the best. It was a so~t of a 

p:::•oduct of his :J.bili t:r to ::peal: and ::1y o.bili t: 0 to unde::."'stand. 

It i,J ::1 little afte.'.."' ten o I clock. ':'he train ic due in at Utrecl1t 

at 10:07 but I noticed it seemed to oc ::1bout ~ive minutes late 

i:·1hen it left tl,e 2-a.:::t . .:;to), but it l12c bee:1 almost half n--i hour· 

a:.1d mnybe the:- hnve cau2;ht some of it up. O::::• a.3 Ame::."ica:-i:::; oi'te:1 

sn:-, made Jo□e c-:: it up. I h::1d quite o. time e?C!)lainin~ that to 

one of the Itali221s lost nisht at din!'lcr-. I:e s2id, "Hou c::m you 

make up - 1:1hat do :-ou ;:-ienn by make up? 11 I :::aid, "Jirst □ea::;.inG 

o: ::10.lrn v.p is \·1h2t :ro:1::."' t!ife does to her• foce 11 
- that took a little 

mo:::."e ex_plainin~ - the:1 He 1.·1ent into the concept of maidns up. 

I chm-red him a .::;lans and ;:;aid, 11If t!1i'J is only partially full oi' 

\·JD.te:.."' and I i.rnnt to fill ::.. t all the 1.1:J.~I I 11inc.ke it full 11 - I call 

it umake it up 11
• ~I8 8aid, 110hJ cure. Ir~ the boiler plant they 

talk about 11r.1al:e up v1:iter 11
• 

':'uesd2:, 0 mo:.."'ninc ( lS' Octobe:!:') I ar:1 in t 11e 1-.otel V .D .Brink, in Soest. 

Bill Tinli:1 :net 1rie at t:1e t:::>ain sto.tion 2nd b!'ought :ne directly l1ere. 

This is an old hone conve:"'ted into 2 hotel oort of thins. My room 

is about 25 :'t. SQUO.:"'c, enorr.:ous head-board ':Ii th hro '3inGle bed::: 

pu::;hed tosether _: o'1 021e 1.-:all is a ryai!' cf tra:.,hba.Jins ui th 2 mirror 

ove~, and a very inte?·0stins addit~on - a build-it-you~self shower 

stall ri3ht in ths bed~oom. The rector the toilet facilities 
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are down the hall. The furniture is conservative ten - twenty year 

old chairs and a couple of tables, dresser with a four or five foot 

mirror on it, with the top of the dresser about 2 feet off the floor., 

but the first thing that strikes your eye when you walk in the room 

is the main lighting fixtuPe - in the middle hanging from_ a circle 

in the center of the ceiling is a 3 ft. diameter bright red fiber 

glass dish, looks like one of those snow sleds the youngsters use, 

and attached to the middle and enclosing the light bulb is an odd 

flattened sphere of white. Somehow it just doesn't match the rest 

of the room. 

This is a beautiful cloudless morning - probaply got down to about 

2°c last night like itdi.d in Monchen-Gfuadbach the night befoi-1e. 
From 

This house is in a clump of woods. /One of my windows I can·see 

only trees - the other opens onto the back of the automobile parking 

area and a small housing unit sort of like Wayne Walker's. 

In the Ae1.,iel Hotel - taking a spot check of the radio and 'IV program. 

Now they are playing from a record some of Beethoven 1 s 7th Symphony. 

It is an interview of a man, so far unidentified to me, who says that 

he has only been a fan of Beethoven, even admitting that he became 

obsessed with the man and his music at an ear•ly age, pointing out 
its 

that while writing the 7th Sym. with hn apparent lightness 

and, as lie desc1.,ibed, gal umping jokes kind of approach, he was going 

deaf and knev-r he Nould never hear again. Just before this was a 

program interview with a lady who was dedicated to planting trees 

across the Sahara Desert. She has planted thousands of acres at 

the present time., the trees being supplied by the governments of 

Morocco and Algeria, the people being hired by her own finances 

we.en necessary, but often voluntee1., labor. I got in too late to 

find out how she lteeps the trees growing once they get planted. 



On another station, the one that has the higher frequency sweep 

and therefore the one I can stay in the same room with., there was 

an interview by a woman of two men on the subject of teach-ins., 

and they announced that tomorrow night would be taken up completely 

by the teach-in to which Mr. Garfield Todd of Rhodesia had been 

invited. There was considerable discussion. 

-- This TV station is playffing "God Save the King" or "Queen" I 

guess it is, with shots of the .Queen's activities. She is going 

down a whole line of men right now shaking thei1 1 hands - I don' t 

knO'w quite why. Now in a fancy carr'iage with all the trimmings 

and the station goes· off. 

At the end o.f the program when it wen.,c of.f everything was quiet for 

a moment, then a ve11 y British voice came on and said, 11You won•t 

forget to turn off your set, will you? Good night." 

I want to send the following also to Bill Tinlin. 

On Tuesday evening Bill took me to Schiphol Airport where we picked 

up my reservation at the KLM desk and where they checked if by any 

chance I might want to watch the seven o'clock plane, it being 

about eighteen minutes of seven at that time. I explained that 

the nine o'clock vms fine and that ·was the one I had reservation 

on. We went around to the BEA checlc-in desk and there were three 

men and a great stack of baggage on a iw.ck and all sorts of 

scurr-~ing around. It became apparent that they were trying to 

catch the seven o'clock plane but they had all this mound of 

baggage. After getting the two BEA girls frantic and rushing a1->ound 

to get them on the seven 0 1 cloclc plane, one of the men said, "Let's 

have a drink" Whamo. They decided to be on the nine o'clock flight. 

At this point Bill and I looked at each other and kind of shook our 
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heads. These crazy Ame1~icans. But we hadn I t seen anything yet. 

They must have had at least three hundred pounds of baggage - maybe 

four hundred. When the girl started to charge them for excess, the 

big bald-headed noisy one started mumbling something about brief 

case and wanting to get it out of the pile, and the girl explained 

to him that that v10uldn1 t make any difference on the charge. Then 

he explained that he had never had his briefcase weighed before -

started waving his arms around. He picked out a bag that was obvious­

ly pretty heavy and when he struggled to get it off the pile and 

claimed it vms his brief case, in fact he wanted to carry two of 

them on the plane so he wouldn't have to pay excess baggage for 

them. After arguing some more the girl suggested maybe she could 

take care of another man and me who were waiting there and this 

Amer~ican insisted that she call a manager. Well I have considerably 

over my fo1~ty pounds., in fact Bill noted that my large bag was just 

under 20 kilos., so I put both my briefcase and my suitaase on the 

scale., noting that it went way on upo The girl took my ticket., 

I said I wanted to check the bag through and carry the briefcaseJ 

took the briefcase off the scale, everything was all right - she 

checked me on through and off ·we went. Not a word said. In due 

time Bill and I finished an enjoyable dj_nner and discussion and 

Bill left me at the outgoing gate to pay my 4 gulder, talk to the 

passport control and ·wait for the plane to be called. The plane was 

far enough out on the field that we had to ride a bus. I noticed 

as I got in that I was being .followed by this same noisy American 

and he was loudl:y- telling everybody how miserable BEA was and explab­

ing this m.iserable~littl~inexcusably inefficientJand a lot of other 

adjectives BEA 1~epresentatives in Schiphol, saying, 11Why, he even 

wanted to weigh my briefcase. 11 The man was maybe ten or fifteen feet 

away from me and I could.111 t restrain myself. I called out loudly 

enough nwould you mind telling me how heavy your briefcase was?" 
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He hesitated a moment, and his friend very kindly sang out at 

the same high level for everybod~,r•s enjoyment, "l~O J.bs." J\bsolute 

silence. I hadn't stopped the American though, because after we 

got on the plane he started talkins about the way he was being 

packed in like cattle in a cattle car and hoe BEA vras never going 

to get any more business from him, and ·so forth and so on. I went 

off to sleep, uakin2: up just about the time hit the ground in 

London ai1->po~t. Does an;;·one twnder 1-1hy I try to avoid Ame1.,ican 

strangers in foreign countries. 11 

Wednesday morning (Oct. 20) a little hazy but the sky is clear and 

the promise is for clear skies over most of England today. 

Well, live and learn. It is now about 8 o'clock in the morning. 

Just ate breakfast downstairs - I ate the Continental breakfast, 

that is cold milk, grapefruit juice aml toast - didn't cost any­

thing. 

Back in the room now. The big red round sun is just up over the 

house tops now. Interesting thing - there are two or them, one 

fairly bright one and one dimmer one up above it. A little head 

moving shows that the phenomena is caused by the double windows. 

The major items on the news this morning are: #1 by far is Rhodesia, 

but next in line is the first day of the hearing on the Ku Klux Klan. 

Not mentioned over the radio this morning but heard yesterday and 

in the newspapers today is Russian "conclusive" evidence that the 

great train robbery in England was done by the Secret Service to 

obtain funds to continue their operations. I overheard a couple 

or fellows talking at breakfast this morning about the Radio Moscow 

broadcast on this subject last night - they argue they have care­

fully studied the situation and have conclusive evidence that this 

was the situation. 

Now I am in the Airport - have gone thru Pan Am. They got me on 



Over-weight so I guess for the second time now I'll have to actu­

ally pay. I did get a seat I wanted though - row 5, starboard 

window. Maybe I'll see some of Ireland today with the clear sky 

and possibly I'll even see Katahdin if it is clear over Maine. 

I always hope for this but never have seen it though - 1 1 11. be 

keeping my camera ready if I am not asleep at that time. 

When I went through Amsterdam tax-free area the only Sony radio 

they had like mine was a 3-band AM,FM and Eong Wave and wanted 

$42. for it, so I am going back to the States with nothing to 

declare at all. I have a little present of some pieces of candy 

from Bert Enting•s wife to Peg, but I can easily estimate that as 

being about fifty cents worth, so I'll claim no da:iaration. 

A bunch of people just came up the stairs. I'm pretty sure 

they are Nigerian. They were talking and it sure sounded like 

the talk I heard on the stage the other day and I'll swear one 

of them looks like the man who was playing the part of the enor­

mous king. They have a little baby in a carrier that takes two 

people to carry, but it seems to be quite comfortable for the 

youngster. All of them but one are dressed in conventional dress -

that one, a woman, has on a dress with a kind of hat to match -

dark background covered almost completely with bright yellows and 

reds in short stripes at various angles. 

Well, it's about 6:10 and we are on our way. We had J6 trouble 

in the galley - couldn't take off for about 15 minutes, then we 

had to stand in line maybe another 15 minutes. It is aw:f'ully 

hazy - I'm afraid I 1m not going to get any pictures. 

We just past over the coast of Wales. There are some high cliffs 

that abruptly terminate some very nice rolling country. Quite 

similar to the South Coast. We are approaching Ireland now and 
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of course it is getting cloudy. The purser has explained very 

apologetically that Pan Am has been forced to charge one dollar 

to the Tourist passengers for the use of the ear phones and to 

view the movie on the TV set every 3rd row on the shelf above 

the passenger's head - not too many people were paying the dollar. 

I just saw a little spot through the clouds over Ireland. Here 

is the seashore of tre Western Coast. I've got a window seat -

the girl at the aisle is Irish. She tells me it is very beauti­

ful down there and the best weather in the world. She admits 

quickly that she is quite biased. We have an empty seat between 

us for my briefcase and her bag - very convenient. As I look 

around I see there must be six or eight triple, but this time I 

wasn't so fortun~te. 

Now after lunch - or breakfast or what was it - I went to sleep . 

Back to memos. 

Spotted cloudiness over the ocean. Movie still going on but 

I am working with the light overhead. The captain just announced 

we are over Newfoundland. We are going over Halifax, apparently, 

and then straight from Halifax to Boston. 

Well, the movie is over. I opened the blinds and it is almost 

cloudless down there. Boy, this is sure wild country - not a sign 

of a road or habitation of any sort. There's a very large water­

fall - a long sloping one. Some day I guess that will be dammed 

up for water power. At this altitude, the exhaust from the jet 

engines doesn't seem to disturb the air for vision at all. Well, 

I'll have to keep my eye open now and keep the camera out to be 

ready. 
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We are going over Cape Breton Island right now. My first photo 

was quite a ways north. I think we just crossed the mouth of the 

St. Lawrence. This stereo Realist camera is not so good for taking 

pictures down. I think I am going to have to turn it upside down 

and turn the slides over. The sunshade holds it too far away from 

the window. 

It is starting to get hazy. I hope it is still clear enough to 
see Katahdin when we get there. 

Tough luckl We came down quite a ways out to the ocean - just 

barely see the shore of Maine as we are going south. 

Thursday morning - Dark, cloudy and foggy - no comment - but this 

. is right here in Foxboro. 

Friday morning - On the way to New York. We are going around in 

a lazy pattern over Stamford, Conn. right now. Best estimate of 

the pilot is that we will have a half-hour delay getting in to 

New York. Well, we have just been cleared to go in to Kennedy 

airport, since LaGuardia is closed and not much possibility of 

its opening for an hour or so. We are about twenty minutes late 

already. 

Well, we finally got there about 40 minutes late. The meeting 

had already started. 

Right now I am out at LaGuardia, having arrived at about ten minutes 

of five. I could have taken the five o'clock flight but my reser­

vation is on the 5:30, so I decided to wait and diatate here. 


